








people terrible from their beginning hitherto...” meaning that “in
that day,” they will acknowledge that God has had every right to
inflict upon them all the misery they have endured. Job cried out
“the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the
name of the LORD.” Job 1:21 Israel will ikew1se learn the same
lesson. They will, 1n no wise, blame God for all their troubles, but
will honor Him and declare His righteousness 1n treating them as
He has. They will also be like unto Job after his affliction, as they
will now finally enjoy the fullness of the Abrahamic covenant,
for they will be restored, “to the place of the name of the LORD
of hosts, the mount Zion.” They, like Job, will surely be given at
least “twice as much” as they have had since their beginning, for
they will be 1 therr own land 1n their rightful and promised place
as “‘the head and not the tail” of the nations, in Christ’s Millennial
Kingdom. Deut. 28:13

Answer to the Test

Thesstory is told of a Christian blacksmith who had had agood
deal of affliction, and was challenged by an unbeliever to account for it.
This was his explanation: “l don’t know that | can acocount for these things
to your satisfaction, but | think | can to my own. You know that | am a
blacksmith. | often take a piece of iron, and put it into the fire, and
bring it to white heat. Then | put it on the anvil, and strike it once
or twice to see if it will take a temper. If | think it will, | plunge it
into the water, and suddenly change the temperature. Then | put it
into the fire again; and again, | plunge it into the water. This | repeat
several times. Then | put it on the anvil, and hammer it, and bend it,
and rasp and file it, and it makes some useful article which | put
into a carriage, where it will do good service for twenty-five years.
“If, however, when | first strike it on the anvil, | think it will not take a
temper, | throw it into the scrap heap, and sell it at a, halfpenny a pound.
“Now, | believe that my heavenly Father has been testing me to
see if | will take a temper. He has put me into the fire; and into the
water. | have tried to bear it just as patiently, as | could, and my
daily prayer has been: “Lord, put me into the fire, if You will; put
me into the water, if You think | need; do anything You please, Oh
Lord; only, for Christ’s sake, don’t throw me into the scrap heap.”
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